Student Guide to Exploring the WorldWide Telescope
1. After opening the WorldWide Telescope (WWT) from the icon on your desktop, read the window to learn how to navigate the system. The window directs you to:
· Move around the sky by clicking and dragging your mouse. 
· Zoom in/out on objects by scrolling the mouse wheel, by pressing -/+, or by pressing Page Up/Page Down. 

· Hold down the mouse button and drag with mouse to move objects or hold Ctrl while dragging to rotate and tilt view.

· Click an object’s thumbnail to pan to the object. Double-clicking the object’s thumbnail jumps you to the object. 

· Page through multiple thumbnail panes with the scroll wheel 

· Right-click an object to display the contextual Finder Scope for more information. 

· Menu Tabs have two parts: click the tab’s top to open; click the tab’s bottom to open submenus.
2. Click on the top menu tab options—Explore, Guided Tours, and Search. Notice that as you click on the thumbnail images a navigation path extends outward. This allows you go back to previous screens and levels within the program itself. (You will not need Community, Telescope, View or Settings for your assignments.)

3. Click Explore to display the data Collections thumbnails across the top panel. Selecting any of these thumbnails will either open up a new set of thumbnails to browse. Or it will change the view to display something new. 
4. Within Explore, Solar System (Sky) and Planets and Moons are the two thumbnails you will need for this unit. Navigate through these two thumbnails and investigate a few planets. 
5. A tour in WorldWide Telescope is an animated slide-show. Click Guided Tours to see the various types of tours that are available to you. Peruse some of the options.
6. Click Search and type in a term from astronomy to find examples of it in WWT. For instance, type in Jupiter to see what’s available in WWT on this planet. You can do the same for general terms like comet and moon.

7. Investigate the Lower Panel:  At the bottom of the screen, several navigational options are provided. Look At list includes Earth, Planet, Sky, Panorama, and Solar System. This is the highest level list determining what to display. You will only be using Earth, Planet, Panorama, and Solar System. You can pair down the options in Look At by using the Imagery submenu.

8. Choose Earth. It contains a 3D model with several overlay options (Virtual Earth Aerial, Hybrid, Streets and Night) found by clicking the Imagery options.
9. Click Planet. It allows for close viewing of a select number of planets and moons within this solar system. 
10. Choose Sky. This feature maps out various constellations, and the Imagery options demonstrate that there are many different wavelengths of light that can be recorded.
11. Choose Panorama. This is an interesting and slightly different selection. The range of imagery for this includes the pictures taken from different landing vehicles on the Moon and Mars. This feature will come in handy for some students once their investigations begin.
12. Choose Solar System. It reveals 3D modeling of the Sun and Solar System planets. Within the Solar System pane, the far right corner gives you the option to adjust the planet size from large to actual—the difference provides the user with a sense of scale.
